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DL Youth Program Offering Free English Classes for Pre-school Children and their Caregivers
The program offers free English classes to pre-school children and their caregivers. The classes are being held St. Brendan’s Catholic Church at 1444 W. Washington on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 8:30 to 11:00.  Students may call Teresa Sanchez at (254) 592-5922 for more information.
The DL Youth Program, funded by donations from private individuals and outstanding corporations has partnered with Tarleton State University (TSU) to serve non-English speaking children and parents in our community. The donors recognize that these children must learn English to be academically successful in school for their own future, as well as for the benefit of our community as a whole. 
The purpose of the program is two-fold. The first purpose is to give non-English speaking 3 and 4 year old children a pre-school experience and begin teaching them the English they will need to be successful in school. 
The parents will be taught English so that mothers, fathers (or other relatives) can better communicate with their child’s teachers and help their child become academically successful public school. 

The second purpose of the program is to benefit TSU students. The program will provide TSU’s College of Education students experience working with non-English speaking children and their parents so they will be better prepared to serve these students when they are teaching in the public schools.
TSU students enrolled in TSU’s College of Education Teacher Education Program will serve as teachers and will be paid by the DL Youth Program for their work. The donors’ intent is to benefit the TSU students as well as the English language learners. The program will run from October 24 through December, to coincide with the end of the TSU semester.
“The DL Youth Program provides a wonderful opportunity for future teachers to apply the instructional skills they are learning in classes at Tarleton. In response to the increasing number of children in Texas public schools that speak English as a second language (ESL), the College of Education is committed to preparing teachers that effectively educate all children. We recently added ESL certification for all students in our elementary program, so this additional field experience will be a great fit” said Dr. Jill Burk, Dean of the College of Education at TSU.
 
Each child must attend the program with a parent or other adult caregiver. The caregiver may be the child’s parent, or other relative, or babysitter. 
The children will learn English in a pre-school setting with small group learning center activities. Meanwhile, adults will be taught English in small groups in a separate room.  Babysitting will be provided in an adjoining room for children under the age of 3 so that the parent can attend English class.  

Teresa Sanchez is the Program Director for the program.  She has experience teaching English and Spanish to children and adults, and has coordinated volunteer ESL programs.

Other members of the Advisory Committee for this pilot program representing Tarleton State University include Dr. Jill Burk, Dean of the College of Education; Dr. Ann Calahan, Head of the Department of Curriculum and Instruction, who is also a member of the SISD School Board; Dr. Holly Lamb Professor of Early Childhood and Reading; Dr. Claudia Haag, Assistant Professor of Reading and former ESL/bilingual specialist at Lewisville ISD. 

The classes are open to anyone living in Erath County and are offered free of charge.
This is a win-win situation for our community. It takes 5 to 7 years for a child to become fully literate in a second language. By starting English instruction at an early age with 3 and 4 year olds, these children can be performing academically at grade level at an earlier age in our public schools.  Also, the DL Youth Program will benefit TSU students since they will be paid to teach the classes and they will be gaining experience with English language learners.
